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BEXHILL MARITIME VISION 07 July 2026

The vision is for a new maritime coastal environment centre at the far eastern end of the
Bexhill-on-Sea promenade. The location is a gateway to the Combe Valley Countryside Park,
and adjoins the Beachy Head Designated Marine Conservation Zone and the Dungeness,
Romney Marsh and Rye Bay Marine Special Protection Area. It also lies on the Sussex Coastal
Culture Trail.

The centre will advance the education of the public about maritime heritage, aspects of climate
change and the protection, improvement and legacy of the marine, coastal and physical
environment.

e To create a focal landmark sustainable building designed to be fully accessible. It will
extend Bexhill’s tourist offering of the De La Warr Pavilion and Bexhill.

e To create a flagship building which is aesthetically pleasing, environmentally responsible
and resource-efficient. It will harness wind, ground source and solar energy with
instrumentation for the public to monitor the power generation.

e To promote biodiversity by providing a green roof and green walls as part of the building.

e The centre will provide a new home for the iconic Lantern Tower which was part of the
Royal Sovereign Lighthouse. It was a constant presence on the Bexhill horizon for 53
years and has become ingrained in the psyche of local people.

The Lantern Tower is a unique heritage asset and will be a significant visitor attraction
for the town. It will attract regional and national tourists along with the international
cohort of lighthouse enthusiasts.

e To provide an exhibition area to display: lighthouse and maritime heritage artefacts and
information; environmental issues and solutions; coastal and ocean topics; effects of
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climate change; interactive displays and natural environment studies.

e To provide a memorial to those who have connections with the sea (fishermen,
merchant navy, coastguards, RNLI, lifeguards, lighthouse keepers).

e The building will provide a contemporary flexible community room for educational and
cultural uses such as talks, workshops, art exhibitions and music performances; a mini
cinema; a reminiscence facility and virtual reality experiences.

The community room will be available for hire by groups and for conferences.

e Toinclude a café, bringing to the project the likelihood of employment opportunity, and
a shop and tourist information point.

e To provide a home for the United Nations Association (Climate & Oceans) thus creating
the opportunity to fly the UN flag from the building.

e To engage with the community to create a positive impact, exploring the relationships
between human beings, energy systems, and environmental stewardship.

e To provide opportunities for fully inclusive educational visits by schools, colleges, youth
groups and adult groups.

e To provide an opportunity for local marine conservation projects with the potential for
school and college visits to explore both our maritime heritage and environmental
landscapes past, present and future.

e To provide the facilities of the community room for the Bexhill Sea Angling Club to re-
form their junior section. The club was founded in 1912 and is one of the oldest clubs in
Bexhill. It has become a very important part of the heritage of the local community.

e To collaborate with other organisations such as local fishing fleets, RNLI, The Dolphin
Project, Sussex Wildlife Trust, Bexhill Environment Group, Bexhill Wild Domesday, Living
Communities, Southern Water and others.

PURPOSES of BEXHILL MARITIME

For the public benefit, to advance the education of the people living in Bexhill-on-
Sea and surrounding area about the effects of climate change on the maritime
environment, and about the marine, coastal, physical and natural environment.
This will be achieved but not exclusively by

(a) the promotion of ways to mitigate climate change on the marine, coastal,

physical and natural environment and

(b) advancing the education of the public about all aspects of protection,

improvement and legacy of the marine, coastal and physical environment.




